             A CULTURAL ACTIVITY AT THE END OF THE FIRST YEAR LEVEL

I obtained the ideas for this lesson by attending Peggy Boyles’ keynote address titled “Sibelius, Saunas & Sisu: Understanding Cultural Products, Practices and Perspectives” and her workshop titled “Helping our Students Become “Cultural Detectives” at the Idaho Association of Teachers of Language and Culture Conference at the University of Idaho in October 2007.  

The culture goals of this lesson are to teach students to “reach beyond the outer layer of culture and begin to penetrate the core perspectives and values of their own culture and of the target culture.” By completing this lesson, students will learn not to generalize about aspects of their own culture and the target one.  They will also learn that culture is constantly changing and that there exist subcultures, generational, and economic differences in the society of any country including their own. Students will learn not to use generalizations such as; all Italians drink espresso in the mornings or all Americans drink milk or eat cereal in the mornings etc. 
The language goals of this lesson are to review material taught in the first year of the target language (in this case Spanish).  The students must have a basic command of vocabulary to be able to discuss family members, age, time and different foods. Students also must have working knowledge of interrogative words in the target language.
Pre- activity:

The teacher will hand out the following questions to the students in the target language (in this case Spanish) so that students can prepare their personal answers at home:

¿Qué comes y bebes tú para el desayuno durante la semana?  ¿A qué hora comes el desayuno?  ¿Dónde desayunas?   ¿Cambias tú esta rutina durante el fin de semana? ¿Desayunas solo/a o con alguien?  ¿Desayunas sentado/a o de pie?
¿Y tus hermanos?  ¿Qué desayunan ellos?  ¿Cuántos años tienen ellos?

¿Qué comen y beben tus padres durante la semana?  ¿A qué hora comen ellos el desayuno?  ¿Dónde desayunan?  ¿Cambian ellos esta rutina durante el fin de semana? ¿Cuántos años tienen tus padres?
¿Qué comen y beben tus abuelos para el desayuno durante la semana?  ¿A qué hora comen ellos el desayuno? ¿Dónde desayunan?  ¿Cuántos años tienen tus abuelos?  ¿Cambian ellos esta rutina durante el fin de semana?  
¿Qué comes y bebes tú para el almuerzo/comida durante la semana?  ¿A qué hora comes el almuerzo/comida?  ¿Dónde comes el almuerzo/comida?  ¿Cambias esta rutina durante el fin de semana? ¿Comes solo/a o con alguien?

¿Y tus hermanos?  ¿Qué y dónde almuerzan ellos?
¿Qué comen y beben tus padres para el almuerzo/comida durante la semana?  ¿A qué hora comen el almuerzo/comida?   ¿Dónde comen el almuerzo/comida?  ¿Cambian esta rutina durante el fin de semana?

¿Qué comen y beben tus abuelos para el almuerzo/comida durante la semana?  ¿A qué hora comen el almuerzo/comida?  ¿Dónde comen el almuerzo/comida?  ¿Cambian esta rutina durante el fin de semana?

¿Qué comes y bebes tú para la cena durante la semana?  ¿A qué hora cenas?  ¿Dónde cenas?  ¿Cambias esta rutina el fin de semana?  ¿Cenas solo/a o con alguien?   ¿Y tus padres y tus hermanos?

¿Qué cenan tus abuelos durante la semana?  ¿A qué hora cenan?  ¿Dónde cenan?  ¿Cambian esta rutina durante el fin de semana?

¿Cuántas veces meriendas tú o sea comes tú durante el dia entre el desayuno y la comida o entre la comida y la cena?  ¿Cuántas veces meriendan tus padres y tus abuelos ?  ¿Qué meriendas tú?  ¿Si ellos meriendan, qué meriendan?
In-Class Activity (Day One):
Once the students acquire the personal answers to the above questions, the students should work in groups of three and ask each other the above questions in the target language. This activity should take one whole class period.
In-Class Activity (Day Two):

The teacher will facilitate an in-class discussion gathering all the answers from the whole class and putting as much of the information as possible on the board.  The students will hopefully realize that even though they are all from the same culture there are many differences in their eating habits and that those differences can also be generational. 

Out of Class Activity: (This activity will probably take about a week)

Students must interview various Spanish-speaking people using the same questions.  
If this activity takes place in the United States, the teacher may need to help the students meet Spanish-speaking people living in the region.  Preferably, these individuals or families should be from the same Hispanic background.  This activity works out best if  conducted in the country of the target language.  This activity could be one of the activities conducted during a faculty/teacher led travel program (such as Spring Break) abroad.  I plan to use this activity as part of my conversation class here at the University of Idaho this spring and as part of a conversation course I plan to teach in Torino, Italy while I am on the USAC teacher exchange program. I will ask my students to interview their host families or friends in Italy.  Students must also be aware that if they are to interview people they do not know well, they should address the people in the formal you form (the usted form in Spanish or the Lei form in Italian for example).
Final In-Class Activity:

Students come to class with the results of their interviews.  The teacher will put as much of the information gathered as possible on the board and facilitate a class discussion.  The students will hopefully learn that there are aspects of a culture which are common, but that one should not generalize by stating that all Mexican-Americans eat tortillas with their meal or that all Italians eat bread and drink coffee for breakfast.  They will be able to observe that many children now even in Spain, France or Italy eat cereal for breakfast. This is a new breakfast custom that has appeared recently in all cultures.  They will also observe that some people do not even eat breakfast or that some people may even have two breakfasts.  
Written Activity:  Students could turn in a reaction/opinion paper using the results of these activities.  
This activity can vary with other vocabulary such as clothes, daily routines and personal hygiene, relationships, parenting, etc.
Once I finish this lesson this coming semester, I will add my on-line comments on the results.
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