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Lesson Title:  Extreme Culture

Rationale:  

1. Culture is an abstract, often poorly presented concept in language teaching.  Yet, because one cannot separate language from culture, it is imperative that students develop a valid and honest understanding of the culture being studied.

2. Students often enroll in foreign language classes only to meet graduation, or college entrance requirements.  If teachers can  move students from the, “I have to take this foreign language class, but I don’t have to like it,” to, “ I am so excited to learn more about this language,” then the students are more likely to exit the class with more permanent language skills, and definitely a greater appreciation for the culture studied.  Culture is truly what gives the language life, and teachers cannot leave this realization to chance.

Activites:  These activities could be used to start the course, or at the start of the second 

      semester to renew and rejuvenate students’ interest in the language.  The     
 
      activities can be adjusted to fit the length of the class period.

Day 1:Pose the following questions for discussion, exploration, and response:
A. Are you adventurous?

B. How do you know that you are adventurous?  Give me some proof.

C. What if you looked at learning Spanish as a true adventure.

D. How can we, as a class, turn this study into an adventure?

Day 2:  Pose the following questions for discussion, exploration, and response:

 
A.  Are there certain universalities in American culture?

B. What makes you  American?

C. What makes you feel nationalistic?

Day 3:  Pose the following questions for discussion, exploration, and response:

A. What music makes you emotional, as an American?

B. After playing/listening to examples brought in by students, ask the students this question.  Why does this music describes American culture?

Day 4:  Pose the following questions for discussions, exploration, and response:

A. What products would you list as representatives of American culture?

B. Why are these “American” products?

Day 5:  Pose the following  questions for discussion, exploration, and response:


A.  How can we turn the remainder of the year/semester into a language learning 
 
      adventure?

The ideas generated by the class will help ensure that the students feel the true worth of the study to follow, since they have examined their own culture from a different perspective, and are now primed to look at another culture.  They now understand how the culture of the people speaking the language brings the language to life.

Assessment :  Students will write a five-paragraph persuasive essay, asking peers who speak the second language as their native language,  to examine their own culture from the perspective they have experienced .
