Lesson Unit Chinese Language, Culture and History
Objective:

The student will be able to:
I. Use the Chinese language to explain:

· Clothing 
· Colors 

· Directions

II. Learn about Chinese culture through exploration of:

· Meaning and background of different colors
· Meaning and background of the different patterns and symbols on the cloth

· Calligraphy and traditional Chinese painting 
III. Learn about Chinese history, with emphasis on the Qing Dynasty:

· Life and reign of Emperor Kangxi 
· Life of Xiaosheng Empress Dowager and her son Emperor Qianlong
Provided Resources:
· Pictures of the above emperor, empress, and a prince

· Pictures of imperial robes

· Vocabulary list of fundamental Chinese term for this lesson
· Background information about Chinese culture and history

Suggested Activities:
· Show the students the three portraits. Ask the students to describe and explain the clothing in Chinese.

· Use the picture of the prince for a description of the setting; again in Chinese. 

· Discuss the meaning of the colors and symbols. (Ask the students about the meaning of colors in their own country and in China. Do the same with the symbols.) 
· Use the two pictures of imperial robes as complimentary material.
· Depending on time, ask the students to do some research on colors and symbols, or provide them with an overview.
· Depending on time, ask the students to do some research about Emperor Kangxi, the Xiaosheng Empress Dowager and her son Emperor Qianlong, or provide them with an overview.

· Discuss Chinese calligraphy and traditional painting. Show the students the short video to give them an impression how it is done.

· Depending on time, discuss why and how the short text in the video is related to the action of painting.

Vocabulary 1: 
	衣服
	yi1fu4
	clothes, clothing

	外衣
旗袍

袍子

黄袍

大衣

外套 

夹克

裙子

裤子

毛衣

鞋子
帽子

袖子

短袖

长袖

冕
凤冠

项链

龙

风
	wai4yi1 

qi2pao2

pao2zi

huang2pao2

da4yi1

wai4tao4

jia1ke4

qun2zi
ku4zi

mao2yi1

xie2zi
mao4zi

xiu4zi

duan3xiu4

chang2xiu4

mian3

feng4guan1

xiang4lian4

long2

feng4
	dress (western)
dress (trad. Chinese)

robe

yellow robe (worn by an emperor)

overcoat

overcoat, cape

jacket

skirt

trouser

pullover

shoes

hat, cap

sleeve 

short sleeve

long sleeve

crown (worn by an emperor)

phoenix coronet (worn by an empress)

necklace

dragon

phoenix


The numbers in the phonetic transcription indicate the different tones of the Chinese language.

Vocabulary 2:
	颜色
	yan2se4
	Color

	绿色
红色
蓝色

乌蓝色

亮蓝色

黄色
金色
黑色
白色
咖啡色
褐色
银色
粉红色
	lü4se4
hong2se

lan2se4

wu1lan2se4

liang4lan2se4

huang2se4

jin1se4

hei1se4 

bai2se4

ka1fei1se4

he4se4

yin2se4

fen3hong2
	green

red

blue

dark blue 

light blue 

yellow

gold

black

white

coffee brown

brown

silver

pink 


Vocabulary 3:
	五方
	wu3fang1
	the five directions (i.e. the four cardinal points and the center)

	上

上边 

下

下边

中

中间

旁

旁边

后

后边

前

前边

左边

右边
	shang4

shang4bian1 

xia4
xia4bian1

zhong1

zhong1jian1

pang2

pang2bian1

hou4

hou4bian1

qian2

qian2bian1

zuo2bian1

you4bian
	upper, up, on

up, above, on

below, underneath 
below, underneath
center, inside

center, middle, among, between

side, next to

side, next to

behind

behind

in front

in front

left

right


History:

Emperor Kangxi: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kangxi
Emperor Qianlong: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qianlong and http://www.artsmia.org/   world-myths/artbyculture/box_background.html#chien 
Empress Dowager Xiangsheng: http://www.threeemperors.org.uk/index.php?pid=63 

Culture:

Meaning of the major colors in traditional China:

Colors of the emperor: 
· (Purple) red: The ancient Chinese recognized the polar star as the center of the universe and called it the “purple center”. Since the emperor was the center of the country, purple red was dedicated to him. 

· Yellow: The Chinese culture originated along the Yellow River with its fertile yellow loess soil. The emperor was seen as the most fertile person in the country. He was responsible for the well-being of all his subjects.

Color of the earth:

· Green

Color of the heaven:

· Blue

Color of death:

· White

Color of love, wealth, power:

· Red

Clothing patterns:
http://www.artsmia.org/world-myths/viewallart/dragon_questions.html (Move your mouse over the robe in middle right of the page.)
Symbols:

The dragon: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_dragon 
The phoenix: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_phoenix 
For further information about other symbols appearing on the cloth, see the sections “background” and “discussion questions” of http://www.artsmia.org/world-myths/view allart/dragon_keyideas.html 
Calligraphy:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_calligraphy 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chinese_painting 

http://www.ilkaschneider.de/unterricht.html (click on the play button to see a short video demonstration of traditional Chinese painting)

The German speaking voice in the film tells the following:

THE LOST PEARL

The Yellow Emperor went wandering
To the north of the Red Water
To the peak of Kwan Lun mountain. He looked around
Over the edge of the world. On the way home
He lost his magic night-colored pearl.
He sent out Wisdom to seek his pearl, and got nothing.
He sent Sharp Eye to look for his pearl, and got nothing.
He sent out Eloquence to seek his pearl, and got nothing.
Then he asked Absent-mindedness, and Absent-mindedness found it!

The Yellow Emperor said:
"Strange, indeed: Absent-mindedness
Who was not sent
Who did no work could find 
The magic night-colored pearl!"

-- From The Way of Chuang Tzu Chapter 12
